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Greetings everyone,

I first want to welcome back our current members and

welcome our newest members of the Southwest District

Alumni Association. The purpose of The Cadence is to

provide monthly SWDAA content as well as information

from the alumni associations of Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau

Beta Sigma. We love to feature our members in our

monthly newsletter, ranging from community bands,

awards, marriage, Women in Music, etc. 

National Convention is so close, and we are looking

forward to seeing you there! The Southwest District

Alumni Association Board of Directors is excited to be

working with y'all for the 2023-2024 year. If you have

not yet selected a committee to be a part of, reach out

to us. Our contacts are listed on Page 11.

I hope all of you continue to have a great Summer and

we hope to see you at National Convention and at our

first general body meeting July 27th!

-

Lea Sanchez

23-24 SWDAA Communications Director

Life Member of the Alpha Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi   

Welcome New and Current SWDAA
Members!!!

https://swdalumni.org
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Need a packing list for convention?
SWDAA has one just for you!
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NEW CHAPTER
VISITATION

ASSISTANTS IN
TOWN!

Chelsea Zuniga
Life Member - Alpha

Oklahoma State
University 

Ciara Gibbs
Life Member - Eta Pi
Northwestern State

University 

We would like to

congratulate SWDAA

members Chelsea Zuniga,

Ciara Gibbs, and Tyler

Hern on being selected by

the National Leadership of

Tau Beta Sigma to serve as

Chapter Visitation

Assistants!

SWDALUMNI.ORG

SWDAA HAS
AN LAA ACES
FULL HOUSE!

This year, SWDAA

participated in the Tau

Beta Sigma Alumni

Association LAA ACES

Challenge Program and

we're so excited to be one

of the 5 LAAs to earn the

full ACES deck! 

Tyler Hern
Life Member - Beta Nu

Arkansas Tech
University 
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Community Band
Spotlight 

Sang! Singing scat and highlighting
new works with the Norman

Community Band

The Norman Community Band was one of the best summer
opportunities I got to participate in. Having that first
rehearsal under a severe weather watch was not only the
usual Oklahoma nature, but a way to make music with each
other should a tornado appear. The Norman Community
Band is made up of former and current band directors, their
students, undergraduate and graduate students from the
University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma City University, and
others in the Norman area that still play their instrument and
love everything band. 
One of my favorite pieces the band performed was Sang! by
American composer Dana Wilson. The first four bars
included a rhythm that we had to sing as written in the
music, with great energy. Sometimes the southern twang
kicks in whenever we sing the rhythm but overall, it was a
fun piece to learn. This piece was conducted by Sarah
Fitzgerald, Assistant Director of Bands at Norman North
High School. 
One of the newest works on our program was entitled
Trailbreaker by Grace Baugher Dunlap. This was the second
time performance of this piece was performed in Norman
since it was premiered not that long ago with the Norman
North High School Band. Johnnie-Margret Mc Connell and
the rest of the NCB Coordinators emphasize the one of the
main goals of the NCB is to highlight the importance of
performing new works by female composers and beyond. 
The program also included Jack Stamp's arrangement of The
Star-Spangled Banner, Percy Grainger's Horkstow Grange
from Linconshire Posy, Karl King's Coast Guards March,
James D. Ployhar's arrangement of Battle Hymn of the
Republic, and to cap off the June concert, we played
Oklahoma to get everyone on their feet.
I remember interviewing Dino Cardenas (Immediate Past
SWDAA Communications Director 21-23) and we did a little
segment on the importance of playing in a community
band. After my first concert with the NCB, I've gained a lot
more band director friends and casually enjoyed the fun
instrument wars that would happen in rehearsals. This
experience was amazing and was the first time I've heard a
conductor say that the clarinets were louder than the
trumpets. Now that's a compliment a clarinetist like me
enjoys!
-
Lea Sanchez
23-24 SWDAA Communications Director
Life Member of the Alpha Chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi

First rehearsal of the NCB held in
the Norman High School band room on

July 12, 2023



S h a u n d o l l y n  K i n g  -  J u n e  1 s t

S a r a h  G r i f f i t h  -  J u n e  2 n d

R e b e k a h  F r a n o l i c h  -  J u n e  7 t h

K a t h r y n  H o w e l l  -  J u n e  1 3 t h

L i n n e t t a  R a t l i f f  -  J u n e  1 6 t h

S h e l b y  L o w d e r  -  J u n e  1 8 t h

B r a d y  G i l l e r a n *  -  J u n e  2 2 n d

M a r i s s a  A r c h u l e t a  -  J u n e  2 6 t h

A r i a l  T a y l o r  -  J u n e  2 7 t h

(*) - Distinguishes SWDAA
BOD, National Leadership, or

Governor/Counselor

WE ARE OPEN
YEAR ROUND
SWDAASTORE.SQUARE.SITE/
For more information contact,
swdaafinance@gmail.com

ST
IC

KE
RS

PO
ST

ER

S
BU

TT
ONS

HE
AD

BA
ND

S

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JUNE MEMBERS!
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Stay tuned on our social
medias to see what SWDAA
will have for button trading at
NatCon!
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Happy Pride month to all our brothers and

sisters of the Southwest district alumni

association! 
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UPCOMING SWDAA
EVENTS

Join us on Saturday July 1st, 2023 at

7PM CST for SWDAA Alumni Panel: I'm

an Alumni, Now What? All are welcome!

Register here at:

https://tinyurl.com/swdaaalumnipanel

SWDAA is collaborating with the Kappa
Kappa Psi Alumni Association in

Brothers at the Ballpark! This is a joint
event! Join us on July 2nd at Globe Life
Field in Arlington, Texas! This is a great

opportunity to meet some amazing
brothers and sisters in SWDAA!

Join us on July 24th for Brothers at the
Ballpark: SWDAA Edition II in Houston as
part of our collaboration with KKPsiAA!

This is a joint event and an amazing
opportunity to meet some amazing

brothers and sisters in SWDAA!



COMMUNITY
BAND

DIRECTORY



Arkansas Winds, Inc.: http://www.arkansaswinds.org/

Hot Springs Community Band:

http://www.hotspringsband.org/

North Little Rock Community Concert Band:

http://www.nlrcommunityband.com/

Arkansas

Bayou Community Band (Thibodeaux):

https://www.facebook.com/BayouCommunityBand/

Jefferson Community Band(Metairie):

http://www.jeffersoncommunityband.org/

Lafayette Concert Band: http://www.lcband.org/

Louisiana

New Mexico
Albuquerque Concert Band:

http://www.abqband.org/

Mesilla Valley Concert Band (Las Cruces):

http://www.mesillavalleyconcertband.org/

Oklahoma

Texas

Norman Community Band:

https://www.facebook.com/NormanCommunityBand/

Stillwater Community Band:

https://stillwatercommunitybands.weebly.com

Tulsa Community Band:

http://www.tulsacommunityband.org/

Know anymore community bands around the Southwest?
Contact Lea Sanchez,  Communications Director at

swdjointalumn@gmail .com

Allen Community Band:

https://www.allencommunityband.com/

McKinney Community Band:

http://www.mckinneyband.com/

Plano Community Band: http://www.planoband.com/

New Horizons Band of Dallas:

http://www.nhbdallas.org/

Lubbock Concert Band:

http://lubbockconcertband.com/

Band of the Hills: http://www.bandofthehills.org/

Cinematic Symphony:

http://www.cinematicsymphony.com/

Austin Symphonic Band:

http://www.austinsymphonicband.org/

San Antonio Symphonic Band:

http://www.sanantoniosymphonicband.com/

County Line Community Band: http://www.clcbtx.com/

Montgomery Community Band:

https://www.facebook.com/p/Montgomery-

Community-Band-100087843397607/

Lone Star Symphonic Band: http://www.lssb.org/

LolliePops: http://www.lolliepopsband.com/

Houston Brass Band: https://houstonbrassband.org/

Houston Pride Band: www.houstonprideband.org

Oak Lawn Band: https://www.oaklawnband.org/

Pride of San Antonio Showband:

https://prideofsashowband.org/
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Contact us at:
Natalia Harrison, Chairperson

swdaachair@gmail.com

Chelsea Zuniga, Membership Director
swdaamembership@gmail.com

Ame Dunmore, Programs Director
swdaamembership@gmail.com

Lea Sanchez, Communications Director
swdjointalumni@gmail.com

Ryan Smith, Finance Director
swdaafinance@gmail.com

Kiara Penn (KKPsi) & Ciara Gibbs (TBSigma)

Co-Members at Large
swdaa.comals@gmail.com

Follow us on social media:


